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Peppard adds to its fleet 
as demand increases

After years of recession in our 
sector, followed by cautious 
optimism last year, there can 
be little doubt that construction 
in the Reading and Henley areas 
is now in a period of growth.

According to the Markit/CIPS 
construction Purchasing Managers 
Index (PMI), the UK construction 
sector expanded at its fastest pace 
for seven months in August 2014.
Most of our customers across the 
local area are feeling the recovery 
and, as a business, we expect to 
see sustained growth over the 
next two to three years.
As is often the case,  
expansion in the sector comes  
with its own growing pains. 
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The PMI survey noted that  
growth would be even higher  
if it weren’t for supply shortages. 

At Peppard Building Supplies we are 
only too aware of those shortages, 
which are particularly acute with 
products such as aggregates and  
facing bricks (more of which inside). 
With demand outstripping supply,  
the shortages are in turn impacting  
on pricing.

Our team works hard to make  
sure that our customers get the 
materials and products they need  
to grow their businesses, and we  
will continue to do so. As an 
independent business we have  
a greater ability to shop around  
for products — at the best  

prices — and our team constantly  
makes  the most of it.

We are also investing once again  
in our delivery fleet to make sure  
that we can get those building  
materials where they are needed.

The new vehicle — more details  
of which are below — will be  

a significant addition to our fleet  
with the ability to carry hundreds  
of square metres of product. 
Our deliveries, of course, remain free of 
charge across the Reading and Henley 
areas for any order value of £30 or more.

To your continued growth,

Ru Butler

Growth, supply and the 
value of being independent

At Peppard Building Supplies  
we will be adding to our 
delivery fleet once more as 
local demand for building 
and landscaping products 
continues to grow.

We’ve recently ordered a new  
26 tonne, crane offload vehicle,  
which will be able to carry hundreds 
of square metres of products, 
and represents a significant addition 
to our delivery capacity.

Peppard Building Supplies 
associate director Neil Bryant said: 
“Over recent months we’ve seen 
encouraging growth among the 
builders, developers and landscapers 
who use our builder’s merchant. 
However as demand from our 

customers grows, so does  
the importance of delivering  
on time and in full.

“Adding to our fleet means  
that we have a range of  
vehicles available to ensure  
our team can access just about 
any site with a variety of loads. 
This is part of our key focus on  
ensuring that our customers  
get the products they need  
when they need them.”

Ordered in summer,  
the bodywork is due  
to begin on the new  
£110,000 vehicle. A crane  
will be added before it is 
delivered to the Dunsden  
site next year.

“There is a long lead–in time for 
these vehicles, but it will be worth 
the wait as it will significantly 
increase our delivery capacity for 
large and heavy loads,” Neil added.
The new vehicle will take the total 
delivery fleet to nine and comes 

just months after Peppard  
recruited more staff to the  
yard team.
Over the past 12 months we’ve 
also reorganised the yard to 
improve access and speed up 
loading times.
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Finishing touch for memorial hall makeover

The refurbishment of a busy 
community hall has been given 
some all–important finishing 
touches after a donation by 
Peppard Building Supplies.

When the committee of 
Peppard War Memorial Hall 
decided it needed a makeover, 

they contacted local businesses to 
see if they could offer some help.

Chairman Clive Mills explained: 
“The work marks the centenary 
of the First World War and while 
we had some money and a grant 
from South Oxfordshire District 
Council, we approached Peppard 

Building Supplies to see if they 
could help in any way, and were 
delighted when they said yes.”

Peppard Building Supplies donated 
the sanitary–ware including mirrors, 
toilet roll holders and towel  
rails to complete an overhaul  
of the cloakroom facilities.

The hall and builder’s merchant 
share more than a postcode and 
name. Peppard War Memorial Hall 
was built in 1921 by the great 
grandfather of Ru and Nic Butler.

Nic Butler explained: “As a local 
business and having been raised 
in the area, we know that the hall 
is a real asset to the community 
of Peppard Common, and we were 
only too pleased to help out.

“My great grandfather Arthur 
built it, but I also know that my 
grandfather played bowls there 

and my own dad (who may not thank 
me for mentioning this) went to ballet 
classes there as a young child.”

Peppard War Memorial Hall was 
built in 1921 in memory of the men 
from the parish who gave their lives 
in the First World War. At the time, 
public subscriptions of about £2,000 
were made to fund the building work.

Stocks of bricks in the UK  
are at their lowest levels for  
almost five years, according to  
a government report. 

Meanwhile the chief executive 
of a leading brick manufacturer 
described stocks as being at 
their ‘lowest in living memory’.

Many in the construction industry 
are struggling with this shortage. 
While brick stock levels are low  
across the UK, the challenge for us  
as a builder’s merchant is to make sure 
that our customers have the materials 
needed to get on with the job.

At time of writing, Peppard Building 
Supplies had thousands of bricks 
in stock and we are working hard 
to keep it that way.

Associate director of Peppard Building 
Supplies Neil Bryant explained: 
“We have adopted a number of 
strategies to deal with the shortages, 
such as investing more heavily in 
depth of stock. We have also taken 
on some new, imported lines such  
as the Gilt Red from Weinerberger  
to add to the usual brands such as 
Hanson, Ibstock, FLB and Michelmarsh.

“Over the years we have developed good 
relationships with our suppliers, and we 
are members of a large buying group of 
independent merchants, both of which 
are helping us secure orders.”

Peppard deliveries are also faring well 
despite increased demand, and we 
are investing in the fleet to ensure that 
even the largest loads can be delivered 
promptly (see page 1 for more on this 
increased capacity).

Neil added that the national 
shortage meant requests for bricks 
have been coming from far and wide. 
“We are getting enquiries from people 
far outside of our area who are trying 
to get hold of stock and we have 
now got the ability to deliver across 
the UK if needed.”

Looking to the future, large 
manufacturers are increasing 
production by reopening or 
creating new factories as well as 
running extra lines and shifts in 

existing brickworks. However, it takes 
some time to set up new factory,  
so this increase in production may  
take a while to filter through.

Peppard brick stocks ‘holding up’ despite UK shortages

Understanding the brick 
shortage.

• In the first half of the 2000s, 
brick production in the UK stood 
at three billion per year; by 2012 
it was around half that figure. 

• The 2008 downturn  
led to a collapse in house  
building,which left brick  
makers with stockpiles  
of 1.2 billion unsold bricks.

• The downturn meant 
manufacturers closed or 
‘mothballed’ factories while 
some brick makers went out 
of business.

• Manufacturing is  
gearing up, but demand  
is outstripping supply with  
some reports of house builders 
stockpiling bricks and, in turn,  
exacerbating the shortages.



Multi–use insulation that Rocks 

The ultimate paving protection Naturally 
tough on 
patio stains
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Pavetuf sealants can be 
used on:

• All natural stone
• Synthetic stone
• Terracotta
• Architectural concrete
• Interlocking paving blocks
• Cement mortars

Ever since we started stocking 
the Natural Paving range, 
demand has been strong 
from property developers, 
landscapers and homeowners 
who appreciate the long–lasting, 
superior finish that stone offers.

To help protect and maintain 
that finish, it’s important to use 
the right products. At Peppard 
Building Supplies we can now 
offer Pavetuf — Natural Paving’s 
exclusive range of natural stone 
maintenance products.

The range includes high performance 
cleaners and sealers, which have 
been developed to work with Natural 
Paving’s stone products.

Created for outdoor paving areas, 
the sealants help protect the stone 
against ageing, atmospheric and 
industrial pollution, grease, soiling, 
water seepage, acid rain, airborne 
dirt, organic growths and even 
chewing gum.

Pavetuf sealants come in two 
finishes: Invisible, which leaves 
an almost undetectable matt 
layer of protection; And satin, 
which dries with a glossy finish 
as it is impregnated with a small 
amount of acrylic to enhance 
the colour of the stone.

Both Pavetuf Invisible and Satin 
sealants are water–based and 
can be applied as soon as the 
stone is laid, protecting it for 
up to eight years. 

They are fully breathable,  
which means they allow 
efflorescence — that white  
‘bloom’ sometimes seen on stone 
caused by water and salts — to 
escape whilst acting as a barrier.  

All Pavetuf products use 
biodegradable components 
making them a more 
environmentally friendly choice.

It was a good summer,  
which means patios across 
Henley and Reading that hosted 
a lot of barbecues and summer 
parties may not be looking their 
best this autumn.

For paved areas that need sprucing 
up, Pavetuf has created a range of 
professional grade cleaners that 
are also environmentally friendly.

The Pavetuf maintenance range 
includes products for general and 
deep cleaning as well as specialist 
fluids to remove ‘green’ stains 
caused by soil or foliage and  
‘Salt Eraser’ to remove  
efflorescence and salt staining.

The range includes:

• Green–Off Cleaner: A high 
performance product designed to 
tackle natural and all organic soiling.

• Deep Cleaner: A heavy duty 
and powerful cleaner for stone,  
clay and concrete paths,  
drives and patios, perfect for 
removing stubborn greasy stains. 

• General Cleaner: An everyday 
use product and recommended for 
use before applying Pavetuf sealer.

• Salt Eraser: For the removal 
and on–going repellent of 
salt/efflorescence from stone.

All of the cleaners can be used 
on stone, whether it has been 
Pavetuf sealed or not, and will 
not damage its surface. 

When you are looking for 
insulation that protects 
against thermal heat loss, 
fire and sound, Rockwool is the 
ultimate all–in–one solution.

This innovative range is made from 
‘stone wool’, using naturally occurring, 

volcanic diabase rock. This makes  
it durable and resistant to shrinking, 
moving or crumbling. 

As the rock is a naturally  
non–combustible material, it offers 
added peace of mind in the event 
of a fire. It is also water resistant 
so (once dry) will perform as before 
after a leak or flood.

Peppard Building Supplies stocks 
the following products from the 
Rockwool range:

• ProRox SL 920 (previously known 
as RWA45): A strong, but flexible, 
stone wool board that is ideal for the 
thermal insulation of horizontal and 
vertical planes. This product has an 
A1 fire classification in accordance 

with EN 13501–1 and  
complies with the definition of  
non–combustible in accordance 
with UK Building Regulations.

• Flexi is a multi–use, dual–purpose 
thermal and acoustic insulation 
product with a flexible edge along 
one side. The flexible edge ensures 
a snug fit between the product and 
its supporting framework for 
optimum insulation. It also has 
an A1 fire classification. 

The open, porous structure of this 
stone mineral wool makes it highly 
efficient in protecting against noise 
pollution. Made from a renewable 
and plentiful natural resource and 
being 97% recyclable, Rockwall is also 
an environmentally friendly choice.



Putting the squeeze on material costs 


